[Can anaesthetic management improve the outcome?].
Despite anaesthesia-specific pharmacological and technological innovations in the last decades we are definitely aware that anaesthesia per se has the potential to induce changes in the balance of human physiology that in turn may have relevant consequences, i.e. an increase in postoperative morbidity and mortality. Today anaesthesia appears to be extremely safe, with the number of deaths solely attributed to anaesthesia having reached its lowest point in history (0.055 per 10 000 anaesthetics). However, the available data regarding anaesthesia-related mortality, solely or contributory, are not consistent and the interpretation and legibility is limited. Fortunately, the issue of "patient safety in anaesthesiology" has gained increasing interest in the last few years, yielding some very promising projects. Since most of the ideas are focused on intraoperative safety improvement strategies, it seems to be reasonable in the near future to expand to the complete perioperative period, especially the postoperative care on the ward in high-risk patients. This knowledge, combined with an ongoing promotion of patient safety in anaesthesiology and provision of adequate resources definitely will increase patient safety. Hopefully, in the end, our efforts will contribute to integrate the "patient safety in anaesthesiology concept" in daily clinical routine.